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REF (A) STATE 80062 (B) CAIRO 5374 (NOTAL) 

1. TAHSIN BASHIR, GOE'S AMBASSADOR TO ARAB LEAGUE, PROVIDED 
ECONCOUNS WITH EURTHER INFORMATION ON CLOSED MEETING ATTENDE 
BY HEADS OE AL DELEGATIONS LAST MONTH FOR DISCUSSION OF BOYCOTT 
(REF B). BASHIR CONFIRMED THAT GENERAL LOCUS OE MEETING WAS 
NECESSITY OE TAKING A ERESH LOOK AT A PROGRAM CREATED MANY 
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YEARS AGO, TO INSURE THAT BEST INTERESTS OE THE ARABS ARE 
STILL BEING SERVED, AND IN MOST EEEICIENT MANNER. 

2. AS HAS OETEN BEEN NOTED BY OTHER ARAB OFEICIALS, BASHIR 
UNDERLINED EACT THAT NO ONE CAN TAKE A STAND AGAINST BASIC 
PRINCIPLE OE BOYCOTTING ISRAEL, A NATION WHICH STILL OCCUPIES 
ARAB LAND, AND EVEN COUNTRIES THAT HAV E PRAGMATIC VIEW OF 
THE SITUATION IN OVERALL TERMS ARE COMPELLED TO BE RELATIVE 
HARDLINERS ON BOYCOTT. BASHIER PLACES EGYPT IN LATTER CATEGORY, 
WRYLY NOTING OPPORTUNITIES PROVIDED REJECTIONISTS AND RADICALS, 
EVERY TIME A MODERATE POSITION IS ADVOCATED, TO TAKE ANOTHER 
SHOT AT SADAT, "FATHER OF SIN All IT'. 

3. IN EVIDENT RECOGNITION OF NEED TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM IN 
A RATIONAL WAY, AND WITHOUT NECESSARILY ABANDOING USEEUL 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC TOOL PROVIDED BY THREAT OF BLACKLISTING, 
AL HAS CREATED A COMMITTEE TO STUDY ALL ASPECTS OE THE SUBJECT 
AND REPORT BACK BY SEPTEMBER. EXPERTS WILL BE CALLED IN TO 
COVER VARIOUS PARTS OP THE OVERALL BOYCOTT AND PROVIDE RESULTS 
TO COMMITTEE (BASHIR AVOIDED NAMING PARTICIPANT COUNTRIES, BUT 
IMPLIED EGYPT IS ONE OP THEM), WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS 

ON U.S. ANTI-BOYCOTT LEGISLATION AND WHAT IT WILL MEAN TO ARABS - 
AND TO AMERICA. BASHIR SAID THAT ISSUE IS TOO EMOTIONALLY 
CHARGED POR ANY DRAMATIC CHANGES TO TAKE PLACE IN NEAR PUTURE, 
BUT SAID HE WAS PAIRLY CERTAIN THAT MODERATE VIEWS AS EXEMPLIFIED 
BY EGYPT AND SOME OTHERS WOULD EVENTUALLY PREVAIL. (THIS APPEARS 
TO COINCIDE WITH VIEWS EXPRESSED BY MINECON EL SAYEH IN MEETING 
WITH DEPASST SEC SOBER, AS REPORTED REP A.) 
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4. BASHIR ALSO CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS OP EARLIER AL 
DECISION (CAIRO 5299 NOTAL) TO BRING ACTIONS OP COYCOTT 
COMMISSION, AMONG OTHERS, UNDER CLOSER CONTROL OP POLITICAL 
AND ECONOMIC COMMITTEES, SO THAT IMPLEMENTATION OF SENSITIVE 
AND IMPORTANT MATTERS WOLD NOT BE LEPT IN THE HANDS OP 
BUREAUCRATS. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THERE IS GROWING CONCERN THAT 
OVER -ZEALOUS PUNCTIONARIES SOMETIMES PLAY INTO HANDS OF ANTI- 
BOYCOTT FORCES IN U.S. AND ELSEWHERE BY RAISING MATTERS NOT 
RELATED TO THE BOYCOTT, E.G., RELGIOON, AND AL WANTS TO BRING 
THAT TYPE OP ERROR TO A HALT. 

5. COMMENT: NEXT MEETING OP BOYCOTT COMMISION, SCHEDULEDIN 
ALEXANDRIA ON MAY 7 ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, MAY BE A TEST 
OP STRENGHT OP MODERATES, ESPECIALLY IP ACTION BY CONGRESS 
RESULTS IN ANTI-BOYCOTT LEGISLATION BEING PASSED PRIOR TO 
SESSION, AS APPEARS LIKELY. BASHIR ASKED THAT EMBASSY KEEP 
HIM PULLY INPORMED ON THESE MATTERS AS THEY DEVELOP. 

MATTHEWS 
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